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botulinum toxin 
 
the dentist’s sideshow 
the home canner’s cold sweat 
 
spoiling poison rods are revealed, 
flooded with crystal violet  
 
it’s the microbial tightrope walker 
lurking in the dirt,  
 
waiting to pervert ferments 
or erase faces 
 
for that refreshed look  
 
 


